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that dream to materialize in its fullness as a result of the present
effort, first because the effort is not directed to that end as an
immediate goal and secondly because I do not consider myself
advanced enough to be able to prescribe a detailed course of con-
duct to the nation for such preparation. I am still myself too
full of passion and other frailties of human nature to feel the call
or the capacity. All I claim for myself is, that I am incessantly
trying to overcome every one of my weaknesses. I have attained
great capacity, I believe, for suppressing and curbing my senses,
but I have not become incapable of sin, i.e., of being acted upon
by my senses. I believe it to be possible for every human being to
attain that blessed and indescribable sinless state in which he feels
within himself the presence of God to the exclusion of everything
else. It is, I must confess, as yet a distant scene. And therefore, it
is not possible for me to show the nation a present way to complete
non-violence in practice.
RAILWAYS AND TELEGRAPHS
The question about railways and telegraphs is really too in-
significant in relation to the great doctrine I have just discussed.
I am not myself banishing the personal use of these conveniences
myself. I certainly do not expect the nation to discard their use
nor do I expect their disuse under swaraj. But I do expect the
nation under swaraj not to believe that these agencies necessarily
advance our moral growth or are indispensable for our material
progress. I would advise the nation to make a limited use of these
agencies and not to be feverishly anxious to connect seven hun-
dred fifty thousand villages of India by telegraph and railways. The
nation, when it feels the glow of freedom, will realize that they were
needed by our rulers more for our enslavement than for enlighten-
ment. Progress is a lame woman. It can only come hopping. You
cannot send it by wire or rail.
FALLEN SISTERS
The reader will be glad to learn that the work of reclaiming
the fallen sisters of Barisal has been taken up in right earnest. Dr.
Roy writes, saying that many of them have been visited, and
spinning is being introduced among them. Jagadish Babu who
has been in charge of Babu Ashvinikumar Butt's school for years
has promised to guide the young workers who have undertaken
this responsible service, I hope that those who have taken up
this much-needed service will not leave it half-finished. They
mi*st be prepared for disappointments, they must expect slow pro-
gyess, It is only in such work that is free from excitement or im-